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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Scienceandtechnologyarenotvalueneutral. Advancesinscienceand
technologyareoftentheresultsofhumanactivityimbuedwithintentionandpurposeandembodyingtheper
spectives,purposesandparticularobjectivesofpowerfulsocialgroups.Currenttechnologiesdonotequall
ybenefitallsegmentsoffsocietyandarenotmeanttodoso. Tomaximizepublicsupportfortechnologicalde
velopmentsandtominimizeopposition,technologyproponentsrarelyacknowledge,forexample,thedistr
ibutionalinequitiesandramificationsofwhattheyareproposing.</p><p>-
From<ahref="http://www.edmonds-
institute.org/wolbring.html"target="_self">ScienceandtheDisadvantaged</a>,Dr.GregorWolbring,O
ccasionalPaper, TheEdmondsinstitute,2000.</p><p>Seealso<ahref="http://www.mindfully.org/GE/
GE4/Silenced-Targets-
WolbringISIS30jan02.htm"target="_self">TheSilencedTargets</a>byDr.Wolbring</p><p>Dr.Wolbri
ngisfounderanddirectorofthe<ahref="http://www.bioethicsanddisability.org/"target="_self">Internati
onalCenterforBioethics,CultureandDisability.</a></p><p>Seealsothe<ahref="http://www.gene-
watch.org"target="_self">CouncilforResponsibleGenetics</a>foranalysisofhumanreproductivecloni
ng,stemcellresearch,germlinemanipulation,geneticdeterminism,genetictestingandprivacy:</p><p>
GeneticDeterminism(From<ahref="http://www.gene-
watch.org/programs/determinism.html"target="_self">CouncilforResponsibleGenetics</a>):Biologi
stshaveknownforalongtimethatgeneexpressioniscomplexandDNAdoesnotdeterminebiology,letalon
eothercharacteristicsofphysicalandmentalhealth,behaviorandintelligence.Nevertheless,overtheyear
s,thedeterministicmodelthatgenesalonedefinebiologyhasbecomeenshrinedastheprevailingparadig
m.ThisdogmawasmanifestedonalargescaleinthepursuitoftheHumanGenomeProject.Whydoscientist
s,withthefullknowledgethatvariousaspectsofthecellularmachineryandtheenvironmentworkincohort,c
ontinuetoapplyandpropagatetheDNAmantra? Themotivationsmaybemany,butchiefamongthemisthe
simplicityofthe?DNAiseverything?model,andtheoutsidecommercialandscientificincentivesavailablef
orsuchafocus.TheapplicationofDNAideologyhasledtoaproblematicconstructionofrace,sexuality,andi
ntelligence,asseenthroughalensofgeneticdeterminismandhasfosteredthebeliefthatforeachofusourp
hysicalandmentalwell-beingarepre-

programmedandreflectthecompositionofourindividualDNA. Thisscientificinterpretationenhancesase
nseofinevitabilityandforecloseseffortsatpromotingsocialjusticebypresentingthemasfutile.</p><p>Se
ealso<ahref="http://www.hgalert.org"target="_self">HumanGeneticsAlert</a></p><p>and<ahref="
http://www.genewatch.org/sub-396421"target="_self">GeneWatchUK</a></p>
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