Canadian Farm and Civil Society Groups
Protest Killing of Farm Leader over
Genetically Modified Test Crops in Brazil
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TodayinOttawa,MontrealandArvaON,3delegationsoffarmandcivilsocietyleadersfromtheCanadianBi
otechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)observedaminuteofsilenceanddeliveredlettersofconcernoverthe
killingoffarmleaderValmirMotadeOlivieraandtheuseofarmedmilitiatoprotecttestsofgeneticallymodifie
d(GM)cropsownedbySyngentainBrazil.</p><p>Todayisaglobaldayofactioncalledforbytheinternation
alpeasantmovementLaViaCampesina,ofwhichtheNationalFarmersUnionandUnionPaysanneareme
mbers.</p><p>0n0October21,2007protestersoftheLandlessRuralWorkers?Movement(MST)ofBrazil
wereattackedbyarmedmenwhoshotMr.Motainthechestatpointblankrange. Thefarmerswereoccupyin
glandownedbySyngentaandusedfortestingitsGMseeds?landlocatedinanecologicallysensitivezonen
earanationalparkandinlegalcontestbyParanaState.MSTsaystheattackwasaimedatMr.Motaandotherl
eaderswhohadalreadyreceiveddeaththreats. Aguardwasalsokilled,thoughthecauseisnotknown.</p>
<p>?CanadianfarmerswhobuySyngenta?sseedsshouldknowthatfarmersinBrazilarebeingkilledsoth
ecompanycantestitsgeneticallymodifiedcrops, ?saidColleenRoss,NFUWomen?sPresidentandmem
berofLaViaCampesinaBiodiversityCommission.RossjoinedtheCBANdelegationinOttawatodeliveral
etterattheBrazilianEmbassy. ThedelegationalsoincludedrepresentativesfromtheEcologicalFarmersA
ssociationofOntarioandinternationaldevelopmentgroupsinterParesandUSCCanada.</p><p>InMont
real, CBANmemberUnionPaysannewasjoinedbylocalpeopleattheBrazilianConsulate."Itisdeepl
yshockingthatfarmactivistsarethreatenedandkilledwhileexercisingtheirdemocraticrighttoprotest,&qu
ot;saidKarenRothschildofUnionPaysanne.</p><p>InArvaOntario,localareafarmersdeliveredaletterd
irectlytotheHeadOfficeofSyngentaSeedsCanadaandobservedaminuteofsilenceoutside.?Weobserv
ethismomentofsilencetorememberourfallencomrade,ValmirMotadeOliviera,aswellasthefallenguard
whodiedunderunknowncircumstances,?saidAllanSlater,Ontariorepresentativeontheinternationalco
mmitteeofNationalFarmers'Union.</p><p>Syngentaisthelargestagrochemicalcompanyintheworlda
ndthe3rdlargestseedcompany.Syngentasellsgeneticallymodifiedinsect-
resistantcornvarietiesinCanada.</p><p>-30-
</p><p>Information:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267
;KarenRothschild,UnionPaysanne4504512207;ColleenRoss,NationalFarmersUnion,cell613213152
2;AllanSlater,NationalFarmersUnion,5193492611.</p><p><ahref="http://www.cban.ca/Take-
Action/Repression-and-murder-of-rural-workers-over-GM-
crops"target="_self">Clickhereformoreinformation</a></p>
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