
European Commission flies in the face of
European Parliament on GE trees

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Bonn28May2008</p><p>Whataboutresponsibilityandtheprecauti
onaryprinciple,EuropeanCommission?</p><p>Currently,attheConferenceofthePartiestotheConven
tiononBiologicalDiversityinBonn,partiesarediscussingapossiblemoratoriumonthereleaseofgeneticall
yengineered(GE)trees.</p><p>IntheResolutionof24thAprilonpreparationsforthemeetingoftheConve
ntiononBiologicalDiversity(CBD)inBonn,Germany,theEuropeanParliament:?UrgestheCommissiona
ndMemberStatesto:EnsurethatCOP9adoptsafinaldecisionto?.agreeamoratoriumontheenvironment
alrelease,includingfieldtrials,andcommercialusedofgeneticallymodifiedtrees.?</p><p>However,the
EuropeanCommissionisrefusingtofollowthisline.ItisthereforedefyingnotonlytheEuropeanParliament,
thePrecautionaryPrinciple,manyEUmemberstatesandcountriesinAfrica,Asia,LatinAmericaandtheIsl
andStates.TheAfricanGrouphasbeenparticularlystronginitsposition.</p><p>AndreyLaletin,Chairma
nofFriendsofSiberiaForests(Russia)said:?TheCBDisaninternationalagreementwithacollectiveappro
achtodecision-making.Regionstryingtoimposetheirownnarrowinterestsonthecollectivedecision-
makingprocessunderminethefundamentalprinciplesandthespiritofinternationalagreementssuchasth
eCBD.?</p><p>HelenaPaulofEconexus(UK)said:?WearedismayedbythewaytheEuropeanCommis
sion,whichisunelected,isflyinginthefaceofparties,democracyandscience.Electedrepresentativesare
accountabletotheirpeopleandclearlyrecognisethatpublicopinionisinfavourofamoratorium,buttheECis
blatantlyattemptingtodefydemocraticprocess.?</p><p>AntjeLorchoftheGene-
ethicalNetwork(Germany)said:?WeweregladtoseeinAprilthattheEuropeanParliamentdecidedthatitw
antedamoratoriumonfieldtrialsandcommercialuseofGEtrees,andthatitexplicitlyurgedtheECtoensuret
hisatCOP9.ButatthenegotiationshereinBonn,theECisnotworkingtowardsamoratorium.Consideringth
atthehighrisksofthesenewtechnologiescannotyetbeassessed,wecalltheECtojointheAfricancountries
andothersinsuspendingGEtreereleasesandtobeapplythePrecautionaryPrinciple.?</p><p>Prof.Hub
ertWeiger,presidentoftheBUND/FriendsofEarthofGermanyconcluded:?Ourforestshaveawidevariety
oftreesthatarewelladaptedtoawidespectrumofhabitats,butGEtreesarelikelytobeproducedinmonocult
uresofnovalueforbiodiversity.WithGEtreesweareattackingthelifeinsuranceofourforests.Theyarenoso
lutionandtheEPhastakenawiseandresponsibledecisionwesupportunambiguously.Westronglyurgeth
eECtoimplementthedecisionofthedemocraticallyelectedEuropeanParliament.?<br/>ENDS<br/>Call
sto:<br/>AntjeLorch,Gene-ethicalNetwork(GeN,Germany)+49-1625-
119804<br/>HelenaPaul,Econexus(UK)+4917677156622<br/>FriedrichWulf(BUND/FriendsoftheE
arthGermany)+49-
1739234747<br/>Noteforeditors:<br/>1.ThefulltextoftheResolutionoftheEuropeanParliamentfrom2
4April2008(P6_TA-
PROV(2008)0179isavailableathttp://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2008-0179+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN</p>
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