Food sovereignty to answer world food and
energy crisis
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2008</p><p>Throughoutthehistoryoffarming,peasantsandvillagershaveobtainedenergyfromtheirfar
mlandtofulfiltheirdailyneeds.Peasantfamiliesareusedtousingtheoilextractedfromthecoconut(copra)t
olightlampsintheirhouses.Evennowpeasantfamiliesstillusebiomasstomakefirewoodforcookingmeals
.Theycollectthebranchesthatfallfromtreesanddrybushesduringtheirdayworkingontheirfarmland. Thet
echnologyofusingbiogasthatisprocessedfromanimalwasteisalsoverycommoninpeasantcommunities
.Othersourcesofkineticenergyfromriverssuchassmallmicrohydroelectricgeneratorsarealsoverycom
moninruralareas.Thesearesomeexamplesonhowpeasantsexplorenaturalalternatives,extractingand
generatingenergyfromtheirfarmland.</p><p>Forsomecenturieswedidnothaveanyproblemsbecause
oftheexistenceofthesemodelsofgettingenergyfromfarmland.Thisisrenewableenergybecausepeasan
tscouldalwaysgetitalmostliketheycouldharvestfruitsfromthetrees.Peasantsneededthiskindenergyan
dtheywereabletoproduceitinintegrationwithotherfarmingactivitiesinthefarmland.</p><p>Agrofuelsha
vebecomeanincreasinglyimportantissueintheserecentyears. Theissuebecomeverysignificantbecaus
ebigoilcompaniesneedanotherresourcesoffueltocomplementcrudeoilbasedfuels. Thisideadidnotorigi
natewithpeasants.Beforewefurtherdiscussagrofuelsitisimportanttoexpandalittiebitaboutfoodsoverei
gntysowecanstarttheanalysisfromwhathasbeenhappeningwithpeasantbasedagriculture.</p><p>Vi
aCampesinadoesnotfollowtheconceptandpolicyoffoodsecuritythatispromotedbyFAObecauseitdoes
notfitinwiththerealitiesofpeasantfarming.EvenmorelLaViaCampesinaseeitaspotentiallycreatingbigpr
oblemsforthepeopleoftheworld,andfirstandforemostforpeasantsandsmallfarmers.</p><p>ViaCamp
esinarejectthepolicyandtheconceptoffoodsecuritythatonlyguaranteethateverymouthisfed.ltdoesnota
ddresssomebasicprinciplesofthefoodsystemlike:whoshouldproducefood,howfoodisbeingproduceda
nddistributed,whoshouldbenefitfromthefoodsystemandhowtosecuresustainablerelationshipbetwee
nthepeasantandtheconsumer.Inshort,foodsecurityjustwantstoaccommodatetheinterestsofagribusin
esscorporationsandtrans-
nationalagribusinesscorporations(TNCs).Peasantsdonotwantthemeaningoffoodandagriculturetober
educedtoonlyamatterofcommoditiesinmarkets,andtobesubjecttothefreemarket.Byreducingthemean
ingoffoodtoacommodity,onlythosewhohavemoneywillbeabletohaveaccesstofood.</p><p>Wedonot
wantmarketstodeterminefoodproductionandconsumption,wewantpeasantsandconsumerstobethos
ewhodecideonandcontrolfoodbecausemostoftheproducersandconsumersoffoodintheworldareactua
llypeasantfamilies. Wedonotwantacompetitiveworldfoodsystemwhichwilldestroythesovereigntyofco
untriesmandatedtofeedtheirpeople.ThereforeLaViaCampesinastrugglestotaketheWTOoutofagricult
ure.</p><p>Wefightagainsttheneo-
liberalfoodsystembecauseinsteadofmakingthefoodsystemstrongerbyprotectingthepeasantswhopro
ducefoodandgivingmoreprotectionundertherightoffood,itcreatethefoodcrisis;soaringfoodpricesandc
reatinghungereverywhereasishappeningnow.</p><p>Inindonesia?scase,therehasbeenalotofinvest
mentonpalmoilplantations.Inthebeginningtheobjectivewastoexportthepalmoilascrudepalmoil(CPO)
andprocessitintocookingoilforthenationalmarket.Manyinternationalagribusinesscorporationshavest
artedpalmoilplantationswhichhaveledtomanylandconflictcaseswiththepeasantmovementinindonesi
a.Thisisbecausetheseplantationshavebeenstartedoncommunalandpeasant-
ownedlands.Theplantationsareoperatedonamonoculturemodel,bydoingsocontributingtomanynatur
aldisasters;theextinctionofbiodiversity,waterscarcityduringthedroughtseasonandseverefloodsandla
ndslidesduringtherainyseason.Manypeasantshavehadtoliveaslandlesspeasantsandhavebeenforce
dtoworkasdailyorweeklycheaplabour.</p><p>Whiletheissueofagrofuelproductionisescalatingaroun
dtheworld,thegovernmentofindonesiaispromotingpalmoilplantationbyinvitingfurtherinvestment. They
donotcareaboutthefactthatmostofthepeasantsholdanaverageofjus0.3hectaresofland.Worse,asthein
ternationalpriceofpalmoilisincreasing,companiesareexportingtheirproductionandmakingthepriceofe
dibleoilinthenationalmarketincreasedramatically. Thegovernmentcan‘tdomorethanjustmakenewregu
lationswhichaskcompaniestodecreasetheirexportvolume.Thisdoesn?thelpmuch,becausecorporatio
nsaremoreinterestedintheirprofits.Asanimpact,foodriotshaveoccurredinmanyplacesbecausepeople
wereforcedtowaitforthesubsidizedprogramofedibleoil. Womenandchildrenhavehadtostandinqueues
underthesunforextendedperiodsholdingtheircouponsandpeoplehavebecomeincensedandbeguntori
ot.ltisamorethanironicsituationwherelndonesiaisthesecondgreatestproducerofpalmoilbutpeopledon
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otbenefitfromitatall.</p><p>Theexistingagrofuelprogrammakesthefoodsystemworse.Aftertheliberali
zationoffoodmarketsforcedawinandlosegamebetweencompetingcountries,nowpeasantscompetewit
hcars.</p><p>ViaCampesinabelieveintheprincipleofGenuineAgrarianReformwhichwouldmakesuret
hatpeasantshaveenoughlandthroughlanddistribution.Becausebyonlyhavingcontroloverlandcanpea
santsguaranteefoodfortheirfamiliesandlocalcommunities.AndbyimplementationofFoodSovereignty,
peasantsareconvincedthattheycanfeedtheworld.</p>
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