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Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>OpenlettertotheMinisteroftheEnvironment,Canada,inpreparationf
ortheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversity(CBD)ninthmeetingoftheConferenceoft
heParties(COP9)BonnGermany,May19-
302008.</p><p>Theundersigned,membersoforganizations,associationsandcommunitygrou
psfromacrossCanada,wishtoexpressinthisletterourgraveconcernsaboutthefieldtestingofgeneticallye
ngineered(GE)treesinCanadaaswellasourconcernsaboutfieldtestinginothercountriesandthethreatof
commercialapprovalsfortransgenictrees.</p><p>Firstly,wewouldliketostateourconcernaboutthefield
-testingofGEtreesinCanada.Despitegovernmentregulationintendedtopreventcontamination,theseop
en-
airtrialsposeseriousthreatstoforestecosystemsinCanada.</p><p>Secondly,wewouldliketostateouro
bjectiontotheuseofpublicfundstofieldtestgeneticallyengineeredtrees,ashasbeenundertakenbytheCa
nadianForestService,NaturalResourcesCanada,atgovernmentresearchstations.</p><p>Thirdly,we
wouldliketostateourconcernaboutongoingfieldtestsinothercountriesaswellastheprospectsofcommer
cialuseoftransgenictrees.</p><p>TimberandbiotechnologycorporationsaredevelopingGEtreesforfut
ureproductionofpaperandbiofuels.</p><p>Thereleaseofgeneticallyengineeredtreesposesaserioust
hreattoCanadianandglobalforestecosystemsandforestbiodiversity.</p><p>PollenfromGEtreescantr
avelhundredsofmiles(1200kilometersobservedforpinefromsouth-
eastUStoeasternCanada)andtherisksofirreversiblecontaminationarethereforeveryhigh.</p><p>Can
ada?sforestsectorisanimportantpartofoureconomythatcouldbenegativelyaffectedbycontaminationfr
omGEtrees.</p><p>Forestsfulfillmanydiversecommunityneeds.Forexample,forest-
basedfoodsareimportanttothehealth,livelihoodsandculturesofAboriginalpeoples,80%ofwhomareinfo
restedareas.</p><p>Thefield-
testingandcommercializationofinsectresistant(Bt)trees,toxictotheLepidopteraclassofinsects,will,asr
ecentstudiesindicate,harmsoilandaquaticecosystemsaswellaseffectnon-
targetinsectsandthebirdsandotherorganismsthatfeedonthem,withconsequentimpactsonthefoodchai
noflocalfauna.</p><p>Thegeneticengineeringoftreesforcoldtolerancethreatenstoexpandtheenviron
mentalandsocialimpactsofplantationsintocolderregionsandhigheraltitudes. Thespreadofcold-
toleranttraitswouldalsobringthethreatofnewinvasivespecies.</p><p>Thecommercializationofherbici
detoleranttreeswillonlyaddtotheuseofpesticidesintreeplantationsandtheaccompanyingseriousenviro
nmentalimpacts,includingthedestructionoflocalfloraandimpactsonhumanhealth.</p><p>Ofparticular
concernistheextensiveresearchbeingcarriedouttodeveloptreeswithreducedormodifiedligninforthepr
oductionofcellulosicbiofuels.Ligninisanimportantstructuralpolymer(ithelpstreesstand)thatissignifican
tinthedefenseagainstinsectsanddiseaseaswellasinwaterconductivitythroughtheplant.Low-
lignintreeswouldbemoresusceptibletodiseaseandpestsandwouldbevulnerableinwindstorms. Thespr
eadoflow-
lignintreesandtheirgenesviaseedandpollentoforestscouldbedevastating.</p><p>Alreadynativefores
tsincountriesaroundtheworldarebeingdestroyedtoclearlandforlargeindustrialpulp,timberandbiofuel(o
ilpalm)plantations.Bothclearingsandmonocultureplantationsareseverelyaffectingforestbiodiversity,
worseningglobalwarming,andthreateningthelives,livelihoods,andculturesofforestandindigenouspeo
plesandcommunities. ThecommercializationofGEtreeswillnotonlyexpandandentrenchtreemonocultu
res,itwilladdextremelydangerousandunpredictableenvironmentalrisksaswellasnewsocial,culturalan
deconomicimpacts.</p><p>WenotethatthelastUnitedNationsConferenceonBiologicalDiversityCOP
8meetingadopteddecisionVIII/19(Forestbiologicaldiversity),which?recommendsPartiestotakeaprec
autionaryapproachwhenaddressingtheissueofgeneticallymodifiedtrees.?ThisdecisionisfoundedonC
OP87?srecognitionof?theuncertaintiesrelatedtothepotentialenvironmentalandsocio-
economicimpacts,includinglong-
termandtransboundaryimpacts,ofgeneticallymodifiedtreesonglobalforestbiologicaldiversity,aswella
sonthelivelihoodsofindigenousandlocalcommunities,andgiventheabsenceofreliabledataandofcapac
ityinsomecountriestoundertakeriskassessmentsandtoevaluatethosepotentialimpacts.?</p><p>Fort
hehealthandfutureofCanada?sforestecosystemsandthosearoundtheworld:</p><ol><li>We,theunde
rsigned,askforanendtoexistingfieldtrialsinCanadaandanendtoapprovalsforfieldtrialsofgenet
icallyengineeredtreesinCanada.</li><li>Weaskforanendtotheuseofpublicfundsforfield-
testingandanendtofield-
testingatgovernmentresearchstations.</li><li>WecallupontheCanadianGovernment,attheC
OP9meetingoftheUnitedNationsConventiononBiologicalDiversityMay19-
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302008,tosupportothergovernmentsinestablishingamoratoriumonthefieldtesting,plantingan
dcommercialuseofgeneticallyengineeredtreesbecauseoftheseriousriskstheyposetobiologic
aldiversityandtoforestecosystemsinCanadaandacrosstheworld.</li></ol><p>May15,2008</p
><p>Listofsignatures:</p><ol><li>ACEFdeQuébec</li><li>ACTfortheEarth</li><li>AmiEsdelaTerr
edel'Estrie</li><li>AmiEsdelaTerredeQuébec</li><li>L?AssociationMangerSantéBio</li><li>Cana
dianBiotechnologyActionNetwork</li><li>Communications,Energy&PaperworkersUnionofCan
ada</li><li>ComitéUni-vertsduCégepdeGaspé</li><li>Conseilrégionaldel'environnement-
Montréal</li><li>CouncilofCanadians</li><li>DogwoodInitiative</li><li>EarthAction,PEI</li><li>Ea
rthroots,Ontario</li><li>EcocertCanada</li><li>EcologicalFarmersAssociationofOntario</li><li>Ec
ologyActionCentre,NovaScotia</li><li>EnvironmentalCoalitionofPEI(ECOPEI)</li><li>Environment
North</li><li>Equiterre</li><li>FallsBrookCentre</li><li>FederationofAlbertaNaturalists</li><li>Frie
ndsoftheEarthCanada</li><li>FriendsoftheOldmanRiver</li><li>GENEaction, Toronto</li><li>Gree
npeaceCanada</li><li>GroupedeRecherched'intérétPublicdel'UQAM</li><li>GroupeSolidaritéJu
sticeSNIJMduQuébec</li><li>MaisondesfemmesdeRimouski,Quebec</li><li>NationalAboriginalFo
restryAssociation</li><li>NationalFarmersUnionofCanada</li><li>NatureQuébec</li><li>NatureSa
skatchewan</li><li>OakvillegreenConservationAssociation</li><li>Optionconsommateurs</li><li>
PeacefulParksCoalition</li><li>LePoidsvertdeRimouski-
Neigette,Quebec</li><li>PolarisInstitute</li><li>Réseauquébécoisdesgroupesécologistes</li><li
>SierraClubofCanada</li><li>SierraY outhCoalition</li><li>SOSGaia</li><li>SocietyforaGEFreeBC
</li><li>UnderTheSleepingBuffalo(UTSB)Research,Alberta</li><li>UnionofOntariolndians</li><li>
UnionPaysanne,Quebec</li><li>USCCanada</li><li>WestKootenayEcoSociety,BC</li></ol>
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