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ngsupportformoreefficient,sustainableandprofitableproductionofwheataroundtheworld,theundersig
nedorganizationshaveapprovedthefollowingjointstatementconcerningcommercializationofbiotechno
logyinwheat:</p><p>1.Wheatisavitalfoodtoallpeoplesoftheworldandwebelievethatbydevelopinghigh
eryieldingbetterqualitywheatvarietieswecanbettersupplytheworldwithwheatfoodproducts.</p><p>2.
Oneimportanttooltohelpfeedtheworldintothefutureisbiotechnology.Basicagronomicimprovementsto
wheatlikestrengtheningdiseaseandinsectresistance,enhancingwheat'suseofsoilnutrientsandwater,i
ncreasingitstolerancetoweatherextremeslikedroughtandfrost,areallpossiblewithbiotechnology.Anot
hercriticalareaforbiotechnologyistoimprovethenutritionalaspectsofwheattofacilitatehealthierlivingfor
peopleallovertheworld.Biotechnologyisnottheonlyanswertothesequestions,butitwillbeasignificantco
mponentinsolutions.</p><p>3.Inmanyofourproductionareas,wheatproductionisunderpressurefromc
ompetingcropswhich,throughtheapplicationofbiotechnology,haveachievedhigherproductivity,reduc
edinputuse,andotherbenefitsnotavailableinwheat.Asaresult,thehistoricareaofwheatproductionhasd
eclinedinmanyareasandeconomicsaredrivingproducersawayfromwheatandintoothercropsiftheyhav
ealternatives.Ifwheatcontinuesonanon-
biotechcourse,thenfarmerswillcontinuetodevoteagreatershareoftheiracreagetobiotechcrops,wherep
rofitabilityisrelativelygreater,resultinginlowerworldwheatproductionthanwouldotherwisebethecase.<
/p><p>4.Ingeneral,wheatyieldsareonaveryslowgrowthtrendincomparisonwithcompetingcrops,andth
elongerittakestoincreasethegrowthratethebiggerwillbetheholefromwhichtheindustrymustclimb.</p>
<p>5.Biotechnologyisaproventechniquetodeploytraitsofinterestwithahighdegreeofprecisioninagricul
turalcrops.Cropsderivedthroughbiotechnologyaresubjectedtostrictregulatoryscrutinybeforecommer
cialization.Overl0yearsofglobalexperiencewithbiotechnologyhasdemonstratedaconvincingrecordof
safetyandenvironmentalbenefitsaswellasqualityandproductivitygains.</p><p>6.Lackofprivateandpu
blicinvestmentinwheatresearchhasleftwheatdevelopmentbehindtheadvancesincompetingcommodit
ycrops,andhasalsoledtoashortageofscientificexpertiseinwheatresearchgenerally.Byprovidinganopp
ortunityforprivatecompanies,thelevelofactivityinwheatresearchwillexpandandattractanewgeneration
ofscientistsintothefield.</p><p>Inlightoftheseresolutions,wewillworktowardthegoalofsynchronizedc
ommercializationofbiotechtraitsinourwheatcrops.Whilenoneofusholdavetoovertheactionsofothers,w
ebelieveitisinallofourbestintereststointroducebiotechwheatvarietiesinacoordinatedfashiontominimiz
emarketdisruptionsandshortentheperiodofadjustment.Wearealsocommittedtoworkingwithotherstak
eholderstoaddresstheirneedsandconcernsaswetraveltheroadtocommercialization.</p><p>National
AssociationofWheatGrowers<br/>U.S.WheatAssociates<br/>NorthAmericanMillers?Association<b
r/>GrainGrowersofCanada<br/>WesternCanadianWheatGrowersAssociation<br/>AlbertaWinterW
heatProducersCommission<br/>GrainsCouncilofAustralia<br/>GrainGrowersAssociation<br/>Past
oralistsandGraziersAssociationofWesternAustralia(Inc.)</p>
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