
Sample Letter to the USDA to stop GE
Alfalfa

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Cutandpastethebelowletteroruseitasaguide.</p><p>AletterthatCa
nadianorganicconsumerscansendtoprotectorganicfoodandfarmingfromGEalfalfa.Sendbeforemidni
ghtFebruary16,2010.</p><p>Youcansubmityourletterat:<ahref="http://www.regulations.gov/
search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=0900006480a6b7a1"target="_self">www.regulations
.gov/search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=0900006480a6b7a1</a></p><p>Orifyouarehav
ingtechnicaldifficulties,youcanalsosendyourletterthroughthe<ahref="http://ga3.org/campaign/alfalfa
EIS"target="_self">CenterforFoodSafetywebsite-
Clickhere.</a></p><p><ahref="/Ressources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/La-
luzerne"target="_self">Clickhereformoreinformation</a>orcontactLucyifyouhavequestions:613241
2267x6.coordinator@cban.ca</p><p><ahref="/Faire-un-
don"target="_self">Donatetoday!Weneedyoursupport!</a></p><aname="eztoc4363_1"id="eztoc4
363_1"></a><h2>Thankyouforyouraction!</h2><p>SampleLetter</p><p>Mostoftheorganicfoodwe
eatinCanadaisimportedfromtheU.S..IamdeeplyconcernedthattheU.S.mayallowplantingsofGEalfalfa
whichIknowwillresultinthecontaminationoforganicalfalfaintheU.S.andCanada.IdonotwanttoeatGEfo
odswhichisonereasonwhyIchoosetobuycertifiedorganicfood.</p><p>Thenationalorganicstandardsi
nboththeU.S.andCanadaprohibittheuseofgeneticallyengineeredorganisms.Thisisacentraltenetoforg
anics.</p><p>TheUSDAclaimsthatconsumerswillnotrejectGEcontaminationinorganicalfalfaifthecon
taminationisunintentionalorifthetransgenicmaterialisnottransmittedtotheendmilkormeatproduct.Thisi
snotthecase.IamaCanadianconsumerofU.S.organicfoodsandfoodingredientsandIcaredeeplyaboutt
heintegrityofcertifiedorganicfoods.GEisfundamentallynotorganic.</p><p>TheGEcontaminationofor
ganicalfalfawouldseverelyimpacttheentireorganicsystemintheU.S.andCanada,especiallybecausem
anydifferenttypesoforganicfarmersplantalfalfatoimprovesoilfertility.Thisimportanttechniquemakesitp
ossibletofarmsuccessfullywithoutusingchemicalfertilizers.ContaminationbyGEalfalfawouldeliminate
thisvaluabletool,causingsevereeconomicandagronomiccoststoorganicfarmers.</p><p>Farmers'ha
veafundamentalrighttosowtheseedsoftheirchoicebutthischoicecanbeeliminatedbyGEcontamination.
ThishappenedinCanadawhenprairieorganicgrainfarmershadtostopgrowingcanolabecausetherewas
nowaytopreventcontaminationbycross-
pollinationwithGEcanoladuringthegrowingseason.</p><p>Organicfarmingprovideshealthyfoodgrow
nwithoutpesticidesorGEorganisms,andbuildsbettersoil.ThefutureoforganicfarmingisthreatenedbyG
Ealfalfa</p><p>TheUSDAshouldrejectthederegulationofGEalfalfatoprotectorganicfarmingandfoodi
ntheU.S.andCanada,andprotecttheU.S.organicfoodtradetoCanada.</p><p></p><p>Youcansubmit
yourletter(DocketNo.APHIS-2007-
0044)at:<ahref="http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=090000
6480a6b7a1"target="_self">www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=09
00006480a6b7a1</a></p><p>Formoreinformation,actionandbackground:<ahref="/Ressources/To
pics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/La-
luzerne"target="_self">www.cban.ca/alfalfa</a></p><p>ThisactionalertwasproducedbytheCanadia
nBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)andtheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate(SOD).</p>
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