
Stop GE Alfalfa from Contaminating
Canadian Farms

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>CanadianFarmandConsumerGroupsUrgeU.S.DepartmentofAgric
ulturetoStopMonsanto?sNewGESeed<br/><br/>Saskatoon,March3,2010-
TodayanumberofprominentCanadianfarmerandconsumergroupsurgedtheU.S.DepartmentofAgricul
ture(USDA)nottopermittheintroductionofMonsanto?sgeneticallyengineered(GE)alfalfaintheU.S.,citi
ngseriousconcernsaboutthefutureoforganicfoodandfarminginNorthAmerica</p><p>TheUSDAinvite
dcommentsontheirDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatement(EIS)ontheenvironmentalandsocioeconomi
cimpactsofallowingMonsanto?sGE(herbicidetolerant)alfalfa.Canadiangroups?includingtheSaskatc
hewanOrganicDirectorate,BeyondFactoryFarming,andtheNationalFarmersUnion-
respondedbysubmittinghighlycriticalanalysestotheUSDA.TheyarguethatGEalfalfaplantingsintheU.S
.wouldcontaminateCanadianalfalfaandcauseseriousharmtoCanadianfarmersandtheenvironment.<
br/><br/>IftheUSDAdisregardstheseandsimilarlycriticalcommentsfromAmericanfarmersandconsum
ers,theU.S.willlikelyallowGEalfalfabytheendofthesummer.IftheUSDAdecidesinfavourofGEalfalfa,th
ecurrentcourtinjunctiononplantingsintheU.S.willbelifted.Monsantoisalsochallengingthissameinjuncti
onattheU.S.SupremeCourt.ThecaseisscheduledforargumentonApril27.ShouldtheSupremeCourtfin
dinMonsanto?sfavour,itcouldlifttheinjunctionpendingtheconclusionoftheEIS.<br/><br/>?TheUSDAa
rguesthatGEcontaminationofalfalfacouldbepreventedorminimizedwhichisludicrousanddoesn?tmatc
htherealworldexperienceoffarming,?saidArnoldTayloroftheSaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate(SOD)
.TaylorandotherfarmersinSODdetailedthemanywaysinwhichGEcontaminationwouldhappenintheir<
ahref="/Ressources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/La-luzerne/Submission-to-
USDA-from-SOD"target="_self">21-
pagesubmissiontotheUSDA</a>.?There?snodoubtwe?llseewidespreadcontaminationofCanadianal
falfaifMonsantogetsitswayintheU.S.,?saidTaylor.<br/><br/>?Alfalfaisirreplaceableforallthebenefitsit
bringstofarmersandthesoil,?saidTaylor.Alfalfaisaperennialthatbuildssoilfertility,improvingtheproduct
ivityoffarmland.<br/><br/>GEalfalfaneedsvarietyregistrationbeforeitslegaltoselltheseedsinCanadab
utourgovernmenthasapproveditforhumanandenvironmentalsafety.ThismeansthatGEalfalfafromthe
U.S.couldlegallybeimportedashayforanimalfeed,forexample.<br/><br/>Alfalfaiswidelyusedasahigh
proteinlivestockfeedandisreferredtoasthe?QueenofForages?becauseofitsimportantanduniquechar
acteristics.?IforganicfarmersareforcedtostopgrowingalfalfaduetoGEcontaminationtherewillbeaseve
reshortageoffeedforcertifiedorganiclivestockanddairycows.Thiswilllimitthisimportantandgrowingsect
orofthefoodsystem,?saidCathyHoltslanderofBeyondFactoryFarming.<br/><br/>?Conventionalando
rganicalfalfagrowersinCanadaagreethatGEalfalfawouldbeanutterdisasterforourmarkets?saysMaggi
eMummanorganicalfalfaseedproducerandco-
ownerofMumm?sSproutingSeeds,?WeknowfromthecurrentflaxcontaminationcrisisthatGEcontamin
ationcancostfarmersdearly.?<br/><br/>107farmerandconsumergroupshavesofarsignedastatement
againstGEalfalfa.<br/><br/>?Wecan?tallowMonsanto?sGEseedstodestroythelivelihoodsoffarmers
andjeopardizethefutureoforganicfarming,?saidLucySharratt,CoordinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnolo
gyActionNetwork.<br/><br/>Formoreinformation:LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetw
ork6132412267ext.6;ArnoldTaylor,SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,cell:3065617788or306-252-
2783;MaggieMumm,3067472935.http://www.cban.ca/alfalfa</p>
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