
Controversy Grows Over Brier Corporate
Sponsor Monsanto 

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Halifax,Thursday,March11,2010?Thecorporatesponsorofthiswee
k?sBrier,<ahref="/Ressources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self">biotechnologycompanyMonsanto<
/a>,isunderintensescrutinyfromenvironmental,consumerandfarmergroupsinNovaScotia,andacross
Canadaandtheworld.</p><p>?ManycurlingfansmightbeshockedtolearnthattheBriersponsorMonsan
toisatthecentreoffarmerandconsumerbattlesovergeneticallyengineeredseedsandincreasingcorporat
econtrolinfarming,?saidMarlaMacLeodofEcologyActionCentre,aNovaScotia-
wideenvironmentalgroup.?WearesaddenedthatthegreatBrierchampionshipisnowassociatedwiththis
relentlesslycontroversialcompany,?saidMacLeod.</p><p>EarlierthisyeartheCurlingAssociationofC
anadasignedamulti-
yearsponsorshipagreementwithMonsantothatincludeschampionshipsthroughto2013.Monsantohass
ponsoredtheBriersince2006.Thisweek?sBrierrunsuntilSundayMarch14inHalifax.</p><p>Monsantoi
sthelargestseedcompanyintheworldandownsapproximately86%ofallthegeneticallyengineered(GE)s
eedssownacrosstheglobe.GEcorn,canola,soyandsugarbeet(white)aregrowninCanadaandMonsant
odominatesthemarketinallfourcrops.</p><p>?Curlingisbeingusedtosoftentheimageofacompanythat
takesfarmersinCanadatocourtforallegedpatentinfringement,forsavingseeds,?saidLucySharratt,Coo
rdinatoroftheCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN).Monsantonowputsfarmersthatitsuesont
oan?UnauthorizedGrowerList?whichprohibitsthemfrombuyingMonsantoproductsinthefuture.?TheC
urlingAssociationshouldnotbeprovidingaplatformforMonsanto?scorporatepublicrelations,?saidShar
ratt.</p><p>Monsanto?sGEseedsarecausinghavocformanyfarmersinCanada.Saskatchewanorgani
cgrainfarmerstriedtoestablishaclassactionlawsuittoseekcompensationfromMonsantoandanothercor
porationforlossoforganiccanoladuetoGEcontamination.APrivateMembersBill?BillC-474-
willbedebatedintheHouseofCommonsonWednesdayMarch17,toaddresstheissueofexportmarkethar
mcausedbyGEseeds.</p><p>GroupsacrossthecountryareengagedinvariousstrugglestostopMonsa
nto?sGEseedsfromharmingfarmers?livelihoodsandtheenvironment.Justlastweek,farmgroupsandco
nsumersfromacrossCanadawrotetotheU.S.DepartmentofAgriculturetotrytostoptheliftingofaninjuncti
ononplantingMonsanto?sGEalfalfa.?ThereleaseofMonsanto?sGEalfalfawouldbeanimmediatethreat
toorganicfoodandfarminginCanada,?saidCammieHarbottle,YouthVicePresidentoftheNationalFarm
erUnionandafarmerinNovaScotia.</p><p>?Wedon?twantthegreatsportofcurlingmarredbyassociatio
nwiththeharmthatcanbecausedbygeneticallyengineeredseeds,?saidMacLeod.</p><p>Formoreinfo
rmation:MarlaMacLeod,EcologyActionCentre,9024421077;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyA
ctionNetwork,6132412267ext.6orcell6132639511;CammieHarbottle,NationalFarmersUnion,30665
29465.<ahref="/Ressources/Topics/Monsanto"target="_self">ForbackgroundonMonsanto:www.cb
an.ca/Monsanto</a></p>
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