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Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>September8,2010.Ottawa,Halifax?Canadiangroupsareexpressin
gconcernthattheU.S.FoodandDrugAdministration(FDA)isrushingthefinalstagesofitsprocesstoevalua
tethesafetyofgeneticallyengineered(GE)salmon.AccordingtodocumentsreleasedonFridaybytheFDA
,thecompanyAquaBountyplanstoproduceallofitsGEsalmoneggsinCanada</p><p>TheCanadianBiot
echnologyActionNetwork(CBAN)hasjoined30U.S.consumer,animalwelfareandenvironmentalgroup
s,fisheriesassociationsandfoodretailers,indemandingtheFDAdenyapprovaltotheGEfish.Ifapprovedf
orhumanconsumptionintheU.S.,theGEsalmonwouldbethefirstGEfoodanimalpermittedanywhereinth
eworld.AquaBountyclaimsthatits?GEAtlanticsalmongrowstwiceasfastasotherfarmedsalmon.<br/><
br/>Afterconsideringthecompany?srequestforover10years,theFDAreleasedsomedocumentsjusttwo
weeksbeforepublicmeetingsintheU.S.,September19-
21,thatprecedeits?finaldecision.OnSeptember3,theFDApublishedanenvironmentalassessmentdon
ebyconsultantshiredbyAquaBountythatfocusesexclusivelyonaplantoproduceallGEsalmoneggsatitsf
acilityinBayFortune,PrinceEdwardIslandandthenshipthemtoPanamaforgrowingandprocessing,forre
tailsaleintheUSmarket.<br/><br/>?Thecompany?splancomesasashocktoIslanders,?saidSharonLa
bchukofEarthActioninPrinceEdwardIsland,?Allthistimethecompanyhasbeenplanningtoavoidproduct
ionintheU.S.altogetheranduseitsfacilityinPEItosupplyGEsalmoneggsforgrowinginPanamainstead.Id
on?tthinkIslanderswanttobethesourceofGEfishforunwillingU.S.consumers.?<br/><br/>?Byapprovin
gthefishtoberaisedinCanadaandPanamainsteadoftheU.S.,theFDAisside-
steppingafullassessmentoftheenvironmentalrisks,?saidJaydeeHanson,policyanalystfortheU.S.base
dCenterforFoodSafety.?TheFDAisrelyingonanenvironmentalassessmentdonebyprivateconsultants
hiredbythecompany.UnderU.S.lawanenvironmentalassessmentrequiresamuchlessrigorousreviewt
hanafullenvironmentimpactstatement.?<br/><br/>?ThepossibleintroductionofGEsalmonraisesman
yquestionsaboutthefutureimplicationsforourmarineenvironmentsandfisheries.Canadashouldnotbeo
ffloadingenvironmentalrisktoothercountrieswhilethereisstillsomuchuncertainty,?saidShannonArnold
,MarineCoordinatorattheEcologyActionCentreNovaScotia,<br/><br/>LucySharratt,Coordinatorofth
eCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork(CBAN),pointsoutthatCanadahasnotsignedtheinternational
BiosafetyProtocol,whichgovernsthesafehandlingandtransportoflivingmodifiedorganismsacrossboar
ders.?CanadacouldbecompromisingPanama?sbiosafetyregulationsandunderminingtheBiosafetyPr
otocol,?saidSharratt.160countriesarePartiestotheCatagenaProtocolonBiosafety,includingPanama.
GroupsinCanadahavebeencallingonthegovernmenttoratifytheagreementformorethan10years.</p>
<p>SharonLabchuk,EarthAction,9026210719,cell9029401262;JaydeeHanson,CenterforFoodSafet
y,202-547-
9359x24;ShannonArnold,EcologyActionCentre,9024464840;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnology
ActionNetwork,6132412267x6.</p><p><ahref="/Ressources/Topics/Non-au-saumon-
OGM"target="_self">ClickhereformoreinformationonGEfish.</a></p>
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